
 

 

Message from Gwen 

 
 I hope everyone enjoyed a good start to the 

new year as we look forward to this year’s events. 

For those of you who were not able to attend the IWS 

Annual business meeting I will say a few words about 

it here. 
 

First, I hope Tom Holcomb knows how much 

we appreciate the miles, sweat, and worry he put into 

finding a home for the IWS Annual Exhibit, Work-

shops, and Luncheon. Because of Tom’s efforts we 

can now spend less time worrying about the Annual 

Exhibit and more time working on outreach, educa-

tion, membership growth, our website and other so-

cial media communications, and whatever else we 

can come up with to improve our organization! We’ll 

take time to evaluate how we present ourselves, how 

we take care of business, and how we stay relevant in 

a changing world. 
 

 Secondly, I want to acknowledge the LaPoste 

Ladies, Mary Rose, Jenny, and Colleen, and all they 

do for IWS to make sure the room is ready, the cof-

fee’s hot, that we are comfortable, and well fed. Did I 

mention the cookies! If the aroma of freshly baking 

chocolate chip cookies wafting through the room 

doesn’t make one feel at home, I don’t know what 

does. 
 

The new IWS Board has set dates for the IWS Annual 

Exhibit and Luncheon. We have enlisted Anne 

Abgott as workshop presenter and exhibit judge. You 

can look her up at her website http://

www.anneabgott.com   I attended Anne’s workshop at 

the LeMars Art Center last spring and am looking 

forward to whatever we tackle with Ann in our work-

shops come September. 

We are planning for two, yes TWO miniature paint-

ing exhibits this year! Details, dates and locations are 

listed here in the newsletter as well as on the web-

site.  In the meantime get busy!  

Wet your brushes and see what you can 

come up with. The miniature exhibits are not 

juried. Paintings are accepted on a first come 

basis as long as they fall into the size re-

quirements. 
 

Finally, one way for IWS to stay strong is 

for members to be involved. We want to 

hear from you. Can we help plan an event or 

workshop in your area? Do you paint with a 

group that we can come visit? Do you have 

an idea for an event? Is there a museum or 

art center near you that might enjoy an IWS 

sponsored presentation or workshop? Send 

your ideas to any one of the board mem-

bers.  There’s contact information is on our 

website. www.Iowawatercolorsociety.org 

I’m looking forward to hearing from you! 

 

Stay colorful, 

Gwen Foster 
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Be Aware! 
 

IWS has suffered a loss due to Internet theft. It 

is my belief that the thieves knew quite a bit 

about our organization in order to catch us at a 

vulnerable time. A time when we are welcoming 

new board members, changing banks, and hav-

ing just had our annual event. The thieves got 

away with about 1/3 of what was in the IWS ac-

count using what is becoming an all too com-

mon method. Making one person think they are 

receiving a message from someone they know 

and asking that person to send money to pay a 

bill that looks reasonable, even after receiving a 

confirmation email supposedly from the sender. 

We were tricked. The FBI was contacted. They 

were able to trace the money as it bounced from 

account to account up until it was bounced out 

of the country. At that point there isn’t anything 

law enforcement can do. 

IWS has changed its processes and procedures 

to address and avoid anything like this ever hap-

pening again. This is a warning 

to all of you that Internet thieves 

are cunning, clever, and can fool 

even the most cautious of us. 
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Cost Considerations for IWS Activities, 

Events, Exhibits, and Workshops 
 

 In order to attract the very best artists for 

our Annual Fall Workshops and our new Annual 

Spring Workshops, as well as support other events 

and activities we are planning throughout the year, 

we needed to take a serious look at what it costs to 

offer these amenities to our members.  

 We want to see IWS and Iowa on the map 

as a destination for quality watercolor workshops. 

For that to happen we need to bring in the best in-

structors which in turn will attract students from far 

away and interesting places to experience beautiful 

Iowa, top notch hospitality, and an inspiring paint-

ing experience. 

 The Board has come to the conclusion 

changes are needed to adequately cover costs asso-

ciated with exhibits such as judge/instructor fees 

and expenses, workshops, caterers, administration, 

advertising, room rent, website fees, the Annual 

Exhibit Booklet, and so on. 

Some of the changes you will notice are: 

• Sign-up period will be the same for members as 

well as non-members. This will give 

opportunity to those outside Iowa to make 

travel plans, especially if they are coming from 

out of the country. This is an excellent solution 

to an ongoing challenge we face every year. 

• Fee for the workshop has been increased for 

members as well as for non-members. The fee 

for non-members is higher than the fee for 

members.  

• Our by-laws state that people residing outside 

of Iowa can’t become members. Only members 

can pay the membership price.  

• You can sign-up online for the workshops, 

Annual Meeting & Luncheon, the Miniature 

Show as well as membership. This will make 

signing up more convenient for our members. 

• you can pay online using a credit card or 

Paypal. 
 

Consider Volunteering 
 

We are in need of a Membership Chair Person 

and a Newsletter Editor. Four meetings a year, 

otherwise business is accomplished via email 

and IWS Board Facebook page.   

The individual positions are not overly time 

consuming but are vitally important to the or-

ganization. 

The only qualifications you need are a desire to 

support IWS and to be a part of a caring, dedi-

cated team. We will provide any training need-

ed. 

Consider being a part of a forward thinking 

group of dedicated individuals who want 

to insure that Iowa Watercolor Society 

stays strong and on point with its purpose. 

Contact Gwen at IWS.Gwen@gmail.com 
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Handle Bar Happy Hour and IWS Thursday Evening Painting Sessions at La Poste 
 

During the time the IWS exhibit is hanging at La Post IWS members are invited to come paint and vis-

it with people who come out for the Handle Bar happy hour. This is an opportunity to visit with mem-

bers and  talk with people about watercolor, our exhibit, IWS, and show off your painting skills. 

Sign up on the IWS website or the IWS Facebook page under Events 

  

La Poste, Handle Bar Happy Hour 

Thursday evenings between 4:30 and 8:30 -  always with live music and food! 

1219 Warford Street 

Perry, IA 50220 

Weekly paint sessions will begin Thursday August 10th and continue every Thursday 

through September 28th 

 

IWS Sponsored Workshop at the  

Blanden Museum in Ft. Dodge 
 

IWS was invited to present a one-day Watercolor 

Workshop in conjunction with the IWS Traveling 

Show while it is up at the Ft. Dodge Blanden  

Museum.  

 

The workshop will take place during the week of 

May 15th, the exact date yet to be determined. 

Gwen Foster and Mayela Fonseca will co-teach the 

workshop this time.  

 

Iowa Watercolor Society has many talented in-

structors in it‘s membership. In the future we will 

ask  members to take advantage of  these opportu-

nities to teach and represent IWS. 

Meet Anne Abgott 

Canadian born Anne Abgott 

and author of the best sell-

ing book Daring Color is 

this year’s workshop pre-

senter and exhibit judge. 

She moved to Florida in 

1998 where she began 

working in watercolor. She is highly influenced 

by the light and color she finds in Florida, and has 

honed her skills with many, many hours of paint-

ing. Anne  found an art-rich environment in Flori-

da and feels that the encouragement and friend-

ship of the local artists are a big part of her suc-

cess. She is an acclaimed mentor and true master 

teacher.   

Anne has achieved Signature status in seven Na-

tional Watercolor Societies.  She has won over 

100 awards from competitive shows both locally 

and nationally.  

Most recently Anne was featured in the magazine, 

Pratique des Arts, both on the cover and as a fea-

ture artist. 



 

 

Iowa Watercolor Society Newsletter—Winter/Spring 2017        

Anne Abgott Workshop Descriptions 
 

1. September 13-15 
 

“Daring Color.” This workshop is for all skill levels and will in-

clude techniques such as blending pigments, using intense color, 

the key to clean vibrant color, and discussion regarding how to 

paint in a direct and uncomplicated manner.  

Anne will explain and demonstrate to the class how quality craftsmanship and core tech-

niques can be applied to paint a wide variety of subjects. Students will also be shown sim-

ple ways to design a painting with a strong composition.  

Images will be provided and must be transferred to 300 lb paper prior to the start of class 

each day. No larger than quarter to half sheet in size. The student is free to use original im-

ages as long as the content is similar to that used in the class (e.g. if Ann supplies image of 

buoys, you can use your own buoy image). More information can be found at this link: 

http://www.anneabgott.com 

 

2. September 18-20 

“Shadows and Textures.” This workshop is for all skill levels 

and will include techniques for painting different kinds of tex-

tures that keep a painting interesting and viewers engaged. Im-

ages will include silver and crystal and one where shadow is 

the theme. 

Anne will explain and demonstrate to the class how to produce 

luminous shadows and convincing textures that can be applied to paint a wide variety of 

subjects. Students will also be shown simple ways to design a painting with a strong com-

position.  

Images will be provided and must be transferred to 300 lb paper prior to the start of class 

each day. No larger than quarter to half sheet in size. The student is welcome to use origi-

nal images as long as the content is similar to that used in the class (e.g. if Ann supplies 

image of buoys, you can use your own buoy image). More information can be found at this 

link: http://www.anneabgott.com 

http://www.anneabgott.com/
http://www.anneabgott.com/
http://www.anneabgott.com/
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Mel Stabin is coming! 
 

Mel Stabin will be here to teach the Spring 2018 Workshop -  

May 15-18, 2018 at La Poste in Perry Iowa. 

http://www.melstabin.com 

 Mel Stabin, AWS, is an internationally known teacher, author, 

and award-winning watercolorist. A graduate of Pratt Institute, Mel 

studied watercolor with Edgar Whitney. For over 30 years Mel was an 

art director and creative director for major advertising agencies in New 

York City. 

 Mel received the honor of Master Status from the Transparent 

Watercolor Society of America and was named one of the "Top Ten 

Watercolor Masters of Today" by the art website 

www.artmatch4U.com. Mel was invited by the American Watercolor 

Society to do a demonstration for their "Watercolor Evenings" during their 144th Annual International 

Exhibition. 

 Mel has written numerous feature articles for American Artist, The Artist's Magazine, Water-

color Artist, Watercolor Magic, and Watercolor.  He is the author of Watercolor: Simple, Fast, and 

Focused and The Figure In Watercolor: Simple, Fast, and Focused, published by Watson-Guptill. 

Iowa Watercolor Society Calendar of Events 
Calls for entry will be sent out for each show in separate notices. 

Miniature Painting Exhibits 

 
Johnston Library 

6700 Merle Hay Rd, Johnston, IA 

1 June - 31 July 2017 

Reception: 14 June 3-6pm 

 

Urbandale Library 

3520 86th Street, Urbandale, IA 50322 

18 Nov-16 Jan 2018 

Reception: 18 Nov 3-6pm 

Annual Exhibit and Luncheon 
Annual Exhibit and Luncheon Deadlines and Dates 

13 – 20 September: The Annual exhibit, Luncheon and Work

   shops. 

Workshop 1: 13-15 September – Daring Color 

Workshop 2: 18-20 September – Shadow and Texture 

Luncheon:     17 September 

Key Dates for the 2017 Annual Exhibition and Meeting 

6/2/17 -   Exhibit Submission Due  

6/23/17 - Juror receives all photos to select paintings for the  

     exhibition 

6/30/17 - Accepted artists will be notified by email 

7/10/17 - 10am-4pm - Drop off accepted paintings at LaPoste, 

     Perry, IA 

7/14 & 7/15/17 - 10am-4pm - Drop off accepted paintings at 

    Palek Studio and Gallery, East Village, Des Moines 

8/1/17 -   Registrations for Ann Abgott's workshops are due 

7/30/17 - 10am-12pm - Hanging the show at LaPoste 

8/3/17 -   4:30pm - Opening Reception for all artists 

9/14/17 - 4:30pm - Juror/Artist Reception 

9/13 - 9/15 and 9/18 - 9/20 - Watercolor Workshop 

9/17/17 -  Annual Meeting and Luncheon 

10/31/17 - Tear down and pick up for artists and Traveling Show 

       artists 

Nothing larger than 8”x10” and works 

can be no larger than 36 Square inches. 

Entry Fee of $5.00 per piece, no more 

than 2 works per artist. Maximum num-

ber to be hung is 80. Eligibility rules are 

same as annual show rules; include in-

formation card with 

name of work, artist, 

and price. 

http://www.melstabin.com/
http://www.artmatch4u.com/
http://www.melstabin.com/Books.html
http://www.melstabin.com/Books.html
http://www.melstabin.com/Books.html
https://www.google.com/maps/place/3520+86th+St,+Urbandale,+IA+50322/@41.6265115,-93.7408271,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x87ee9df95e387f3f:0x8d0363c82982a156!8m2!3d41.6265075!4d-93.7386384
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IWS Executive Board Members 

2017-18 
  

President 

Gwen Foster   

IWS.Gwen@gmail.com 

Vice President 

Mayela Fonseca 

fonsecamayela@gmail.com 

Past President 

Tom Holcomb   

htholcombdvm@qwestoffice.net 

Treasurer 

Michael Broshar   

michaelbroshar@gmail.com 

Secretary 

Mari Lindner   

maribob79@gmail.com 

Traveling Show, if this position is not filled we 

will not have a traveling show. 

Position needs filled 

Exhibition Team 

Misty Palek mistylinc2@msn.com 

Susan Baer  susan@sbaerart.com 

Fonda Darter fonda_darter@yahoo.com 

Membership Chair 

Position needs filled 

Communications and Public Relations 

Website:  

Sara Burrier   

sarabillustration@gmail.com 

Newsletter & Facebook: 

Position needs filled 

Historian 

Cindy Gordon   

happifeet56@gmail.com 

Oak Hill Juried Exhibit 

Call for entries! 

May 6th through July 8th 2017 

 

The Blanden Museum in Ft. Dodge will host a 

juried exhibit titled “Oak Hill exhibition of Io-

wa Artists”. This exhibit is open to any Iowa 

artist currently living in the state ages 18 and 

older.  

• Deadline for  submissions Friday, April 7th 

• Entry form with details is on line at  

www.blanden.org 

• Jury Results: Accepted works posted onto 

website only no later than April 15th. 

www.blanden.org 

• Receiving accepted artworks April 28th 

and 29th. 11am-5pm 

• Reception and Awards Saturday May 6th 

3:00-5:00pm—Awards announced at 4:00 

• Artwork Pickup— Saturday July 8th 11am-

5pm 

 

Find us on Facebook at  

www.facebook.com/Iowa Watercolor Society  

and  

www.iowawatercolorsociety.org 

 

The mission of the IWS is to support and en-

courage advancement of watermedia and to fos-

ter the appreciation and interest of both the art-

ist and the public.  

mailto:glfoster51@gmail.com
mailto:fonsecamayela@gmail.com
mailto:jglobuschutz@msn.com
mailto:michaelbroshar@gmail.com
mailto:maribob79@gmail.com
mailto:mistylinc2@msn.com
mailto:susan@sbaerart.com
mailto:fonda_darter@yahoo.com
mailto:maribob79@gmail.com
mailto:happifeet56@gmail.com

